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In Order to Pont 


A Geographical Dictionary, A Natural Hiſtory,e#c. of Wales. 


By the Undertaker E. L. 


—— 


AVING Publitl'd ſome Propoſals towards a Survey of Wales, and met with 
ſuthcient Encuuragement from the Gentry of that Country, 
Lovers of ſuch Studies ; to enable me (with God's Permilſe 


and ſeveral others, 
ton) to Undertake it : 


Ihoughr ir neceſſary for the eaſier and more effe&ual Performance of ſa tedious 
a Task, to-Print the following Queries ; having good Grounds to hope the Gen- 
try and-Clergy (ſince they are pleas to affaxd me _fo Generous an Allo | 
rowards it) will alſo readily contribute their Aſſiſtance, as to Information ; anc 


the Uſe of their Manuſtripes, -Coyns, and other Monuments of Antiquity : The Deſign being ſo ex- 

traordinary difficult withour fuch Helps, and fo eaſily improvable thereby. Nor would 1 have any 

imagine, that by Publiſhing theſe Qwerics, I deſign to ſpare my ſelf the leaſt Labour of Travelling the 

Country , bur on the contrary be atiſured, I thall either come my ſelf, or ſend one of my Aſſiſtants 

into each Pariſh throughout Wales, and all thoſt in Shropſhire and —— where the Lan- 
all 


guage and the Ancient Names of Places areſtill rerain'd : And that with 


the Speed, fo particular 


a Survey will admit of, My Requeſt therefore to ſuch as are deſirous of Promoting the Work, 
is, That after each Query, they would pleaſe to write on the blank Paper, (or elſewhere if room be 


cheir R 
riſh only where 


res; confming themfkves, unleſs the Subje& ſhall require otherwiſe, to that Pa- 
y inhabit ; and diſtinguiſhing always betwixt Matter of Fa&, ConjeQure,, and 
Tradition. Nor will any, I hope, omit ſuch Informations as ſball occur to their 

ſumption, they can be of little uſe to the Undertaker, or the Publick, or becauſe they 


ts, upon Pre- 
ve not 1c! 


= 


to write down their Obſervations ſo regularly as they defire : Seeing that what we ſomerimes ju 


inſignificant, may afterwards upon ſome Application unthoughr of, appear v 
regular and compleat Account of Things 1s not here 


ſme DireRions in order to a further Enquiry. 


Queries in order to the Geography, and | 
Antiquities of. the Country. 


L T\[rſ therefore Information is deſired of the 

Name of the Pariſh ; both according to 
the Modern Pronunciation and the Oldeſt Records, 
(which would be alſo very convenient as to all 
other Places whatever) and whence 'tis thought 
to be deriv'd. Alſo whether a Market-Town,Town- 
Corporate, or Village. 


N. In what Comot or Mtmdred Sitwate? How 
Bounded ? Of what Exrert, and what Number of 
Houſes and Inhabitants? To what Saint is che 
Church dedicated, and whether a Par/onage, Vi- 
carage, or both ? 


1 


” uſeful ; *and-rhar's 
ſo much expected, as ſhort Memorials, and 


II. An Enumeration and brief Deſcription of 
the Towns, Villages, Hamlets,Caſtles, Forts, Monaſte- 
ries, Chappels of Eaſe, Free-Schools, Hoſpitals, Bridges, 
and all Publick Buildings whateyes within -the 
Pariſh, whether Ruinous- or Entire ; or- whoſe 
Names only are preſerv'd : When, and by whom 
Founded, Endow'd or Repair'd ? 


IV. San#uaries or Places of. Refuge; | Places mo+ 
morable for Bartels, Births, or Interment of Great 
Perſons, Parliaments, Councils, Synods, GC. 


| V, Seatsof the, Gentry ; with the N and 
Quakey of he pt Proiczrs 2d their Arms 
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VI. A Catalogue of the Barrows, or thoſe Ar- 
tificial Mounts diſtinguiſh'd by the ſeveral Names 
of Krigeu, Gorſedbeu, Tommenydb, Beili, &c. as 


alſo of the Camps ,-and all -old- Enmrenchments 
whatever, ; j My 4 


VII. Roman Ways, Pavements; Stoves, or any 
Under- Works : Crofſes, Beacons, "Stones 
ech'd an end in a regular Order ; ſuch as Meini- 
fs it| Catrnatvonſhire, © Karn' Lhechart in. Gla- 
fg an, ahd Buarrh Arthur in the County of Caer- 
wardbin - rf _ arms m=_ Mee Mocnorts 
diſtinguiſh'd by th ames of Bedb, Gwely, 
waedb, Kyomlech, Lhich yr aft, Lhech y Ce: 
| 'Kver en Arthur, Kift van, Preſeb 
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i. The Old eriprion i the Pariſh, whe- 
in the Church, ewhere ; a ColleQion of 
ng intended to the Time of King Henry 


'# 


” . Urns, Lamps, Patere, Fibulz, or 
{us ; where, and when diſcover'd ? 


\ i, 


Amulets, Chains, Bracelets, Rings, 
and when found ; and in whoſe 
ECLRTAINE > 


| 


2 ] 


XII. The Names of the moſt Remarkable Moun. 
tains, Rocks, Parks, Woods, Commons, Warrens, &c, 
rogether with ſuch Names of any other Places nor 
comprehended under theſe.fQueries, as ſeem {> ob- 
ſcure as to be ſcarce, if at all Intelligible ; with 
brief Deſcriptions of them, and ConjeRures of 
their Signification. ; 


XIII. The Names of all the Rivers and Rivulets 
in the Pariſh ; diſtinguiſhing always berwrzr thoſe 
that riſe, or are dilc in it and ſuch as 
paſs through it, or e its Bounds ; roge- 
ther with their Remarkable Catarra#s, or Water- 
falls, where they afford any. 
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' XIV. Names of he Lakes and Remarkable, 
Springs ; and whether any thing be Noted of them 
extraordinary, 


XV. The Cuſtoms, and peculiar Games and 
Feaſts amongſt the Vulgar in the Pariſh, Hundred, 
County,,'or. any Part,of Wales : Together with 
the YValgar Errors and Traditions; parallel with 
thoſe rreated- of 'by the; Learned ah Judicious 
Author of Pſendodoxia Epidemica. 


XVI. What Words, Phraſes, or Variation of Dia- 
le# in the FWelſb, ſeems peculiar to any Part of 
the Country ? What Names of Men and Women 
uncommon ? And wherein doth the Engliſs of 


che Vulgar, in Ponbrehyfire and Gowerland, dif- 


from that in the 


nth eſtern Countics,. &'c. of 


Ls 
Qteries toward the Natural Hiſtory. 

XVII. Whether the Pariſh be generally Corn- 
Ground or:Paſture? Colour of the Soil ?- Ve 
Fertil, Barren or Indifferent ? Mount anows Of: Cham- 
pion Ground ? Woody, Heathy, Rocky, Clay-Gtound, 
Sandy, Gravelly, &c ? n : 


XVIIL The Sorts of Grain Sown in the Pariſh, 
and the Compoſts uſed ; with any Uſeful Obſer- 
vations in Husbandry ; and a Computation of 
the Number of Cattel and Hogſes it breeds ; as alſo 
of the Sheep, Goats, Hogs, fc. 


'XIX. Of the State of Health : Whether the Pa- 
riſh, Hundred or Cpmot be ſubje& to any Pe- 
culiar Diſeaſes ? What Number -of Ancient Mer 
and Women ; with their Years? Whether they 
ſeem to differ at all in their Diet from thoſe that 
live elſewhere ; and what Effe&s as to Health and 
Sickneſs, are aſcrib'd to the Air of the Place ? 


XX. Obſervations on the Stature and Complexion 
of the Inhabitants in general ; with ſuch Excepti- 
ons as occur. Inſtances of the Strength or Ati- 
vity of particular Men well Atteſted, with all 
the Circumſtances requiſite. MR of ſome 
Perſons to ſeveral Sorts of Mear, Drink, cc. 


þ 


XXI. Obſervations relating to Cartel, Horſes 
Sheep, orother Animals ; as to their A 
nituade, Shape, Colours, good or bad Qualities : 
The Diſeaſes they are ſubjz& to, whether owing 
to Contagion, or the Unwholſomneſs of their Pa- 
ffure or Water ? Alſo: what Inconveniences they 
are liable to, the ſeveral Seaſons of the Year, at 
Snowdon, Cader Idris, Plyn Lhymmon, and the other 
High Mountains. | 


| 
| 
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' XXII A Regiſter of the Weather, for the Space 
of One Year ar leaſt, kept by one or two in 'eact 
County, would be of conſiderable Uſe : With Ob- 


ry | ſervations on the Figures of Snow and Hail : The 


Time it generally begins to S»ow on our higheſt 
Mountains, and when it defiſts ; with any other 
| Curions Rematks about Mergors. 


XXIIT. Obſervations concerning Tides, Eddies, 
and Whirl-Pools ; Form and Conſiſftence of the 
Shoar or Maritim Land, and the Influence the Sea 
has upon it. What Tokens 'f Woods or Buildings 
gain'd by the Sea ? Particularly whether Kaer 
Anrhod, Sarn Badric, and Sarn y Bwch (in North 
Wales ) be preſum'd to be Artificial or Natural ; 
And if the Poems, what Evidence there is for it ? 


XXIV. An Account of the Subterrancome ard . 
Diving Rivers; and of ſuch asare totally abſorb'd, 
or n> where diſtinguiſhable afterwards ; alſo of 
Sudden Eruptions of Water, and Periodical Streams. 
A Computation of the Number of Springs in the 
Pariſh. How near the Tops of Hills are the high- 
eſt Running Springs? Or are tliere any in very 
even Plains remote from Hills? Any Foun- 
tains that eby and flow ? Waters that petrifie or 
incruſtate Wood, Moſs, Leaves, &Cc. Medicinal 
Springs, or Waters of unuſual Taſte, Smell, or Co- 
lour, or Remarkable for their Weizht, 'or tingig 
the Stone or Earth whence they proceed ? ' 


XXV. Particular Information of all Places where 


there are any Caves, Mines, Coal-works, Quarries, 
Stone-Pits, 
ers dig apon any Occaſion whatever. 


L-Pirs; or inſbort, where Labour- 


*XNXV1:-If-fuck Platte afford any oncorivion | XXIX. Information & deſwed from, thoſe wha 
ws, Eartbs; or other Minerals j Stanes refernbling|tave been moſt converfant in Fiſhing; what ſorrs 
Teeth, of other Bones of Fiſh; or Crabs- their-Warers afford; and of theſe Which 
: Cof#/t and Leover of Plants z os in brief, jare rhe Rardſt, or haumr thoſe” Places moſt Sel- | 
» Shes, cor othef Bodies whadtrer of a Re- [dom ? Whar Variety of 'Colours and Shape they .. 
ble- Figire ; tht Workmtn are defired to have. obſerv' in the. (ame Species? What Baits 
preſerve them, till they are calf for by the Un- | uſed for each, and when in Seafon? What forts are 
 dertaker, or ſome of his Friends ; in Conſideration | Solitary, and which keep togerher in Shoals ? 
ſhall receive ſome Reward ſuitable | What they have obſerv'd as to their Feeding, 
to their Care and Pains. Jpawning, and Change of Names according to 
Age ; and by what Tokens they know ſuch, to be 
che ſame Species? Alſo the Faws, andſome of the 
Pertebre of the Rareſt (for which ſome Gratuity 
ſhall be allow'd the Fiſhermen) are deſired ; in 
order” to "compare them wich! the Foil. Borres 
dbove-mentiotf'd. 
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: AXVIL Such as. have made the Hiſtory of 
= Plants. any part of their Diverſiefi, are defired to 
canmunieate dried Specimens of thoſe ſorts they 

i&m þ ,or that are unkriown to thein ;-or| 


| 
| 


' XXX. By,what is propoſed of In/eits and Fiſb,; 
che Reader will judge" what (6tr of Information 
wilthe acceptable, relatthg ts Birdsand Quadrupeds. 


as at 


XXVIIE. Whether any hoy _ ——— in 
oſerving the variqus ſorts of Sea-Shells, Sea-Eggs, 

ltr7 « es Wood, vs A Orr te l 
yz, Hotorliid, &tc. Or have made afty RE-f' xxx17. Who in each Country is beſt skill'd in 
Mts exrradtdlhary or Lant-Inſett? $c Welſh Names of Birds, Fiſh, Inſets, Plants, 


| Stones ; or any other Natural Bodies ? 
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|; ted what Queries veour to thy Thaughts z_ nothing; retuains, but thatl own to 
the Publick} thaein caſe this Paper miters with a kirid Reception (as from this laſt Summer's Travels, 
I have great Hopes it may) if the Undertaking be ill perform'd, *twilt be wholly my own Fault; the 
Gentry of the Country having in all Reſpe&s done! more than their Parr, and afforded fuch an En- 
couragement towards it, as might ſufficiently requite the Labours of a Perſon far better Qualified 
for ſuch a Deſign : Bur of this, a particular Account (as is neceſſary) ſhall be given hereafter. So I 
ſhall only : that as to theſe Queries, beſides Wales, I intreat the favourable Aſſiſtance of the 
Gentry and C in thoſe other Countries ; "nou in the former Propoſals: And that in all Places, 


who are diſpos'd to further the Deſign, would plea t&-cofnmunixate. this: Paper whac. þ 
reed fit, amongſt their Neighbours ; interpreting Igar, whom _ » 


F ns gr of: the'Vu 
judge Men of Veracity, and capalte of giving any the kaft'Intormatioh/ tewards vr, thas\May bt: 
penmtnendinſiucve. ''s | Y - a 17 


« MP EW” Qualified for this Unteritbing ; and that he cannot want proper Matetialt towards. | 
"if (as ff Atlfirio ib bis v#5 nfinſtvy ) bt Vetthues ſuch Anſwers to Pr ry yh 
entty recur Pow rdch Pirith.. OT 1 P C Ti ph 
JOHN WALLIS © © "MARTIN LUSTER.” ©: 
EDWARD! BERNARD. JOHN RAY. © © 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


The Subſcribers may pleaſe to pay the Money, the time ſpeſified in the Propoſals,to any of my Ctoaantents in their 
Neig ; who are deſired to rerurn it either to Wilkams at the Muſcuon in Oxford, or to Mr. Walter Thomas 
' ; Londm; who will alſo ſafely convey to myHands any Letter;, Papers, or Manuſcript; they receive on 


